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Dipping dykes are geologically important structures since they are very important structures for hydro-
geological, geothermal and hydrocarbon research. Many methods have been introduced by researchers to
interpret dykes from magnetic anomaly data, but each of these methods have limitations. Therefore, new
techniques are constantly being developed to achieve better results. This study introduces a novel
method based upon the Social Spider Optimization algorithm and tests the method using synthetic exam-
ples. The algorithm developed to decipher the source body properties, is presented in detail. The test data
consists of synthetic anomalies corrupted by different levels of random noise and field anomalies from
mining records in China and Turkey. The obtained results have showed that Social Spider Optimization
is a reliable, stable and efficient tool for deciphering the physical properties of deep and shallow located
dykes from magnetic data. In addition, the proposed method is recommended for inversion of other geo-
physics data such as self-potential and gravity data.
� 2023 The Author(s). Published by Elsevier B.V. on behalf of King Saud University. This is an open access

article under the CC BY-NC-ND license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/).
1. Introduction

For many years, magnetic prospecting has been used to investi-
gate the subsurface structures associated with mineral deposits
(Ben et al., 2021c). Dipping Dykes (DD), known as effective traps
for hydrocarbons, are also known to be associated with heat con-
tact in most geothermal production systems. Recently, it has been
determined that dykes affect the local/regional aspect of mineral-
ization. For this purpose, it has become important to use correct
procedures to interpret anomalies related to dykes.
Several techniques have been adopted for the interpretation of
dyke-related magnetic anomalies. Some of these procedures
exploit numerical methods such as the gradient, iteration, Gauss
and the simplex algorithms (Tlas and Asfahani, 2011; Won,1980;
Tlas and Asfahani, 2015; Abdelrahman et al., 2012). However prob-
lems such as window size compatibility, noise sensitivity and,
overreliance on subjectivity commonly impede the accuracy of
these techniques. Recently and with improvements in machine
learning techniques, it has been shown that these problems could
be resolved if the numerical techniques were replaced by meta-
heuristic methods. Some employed techniques include Particle
swarm optimization algorithm (PSO) (Essa and Elhussein, 2020),
differential algorithm (Balkaya and Kaftan, 2021), Genetic-price
algorithm (Di Maio et al., 2020), simulated annealing (Biswas and
Acharya, 2016) amongst others. These intelligent algorithms’
strength behooves on the premise that, unlike other algorithms,
the feasible solution search is independent of gradient (Ben et al.,
2022a,b,c). Nevertheless, for these mentioned algorithms, their
strength is also their weakness – over generalization of results
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Table 1a
Index parameter and coefficient of amplitude for respective components of the earth magnetic field.

Magnetic field Amplitude coefficients Index angle

Total 2mg sin sð1� cos2j� sin2 kÞ 2 tan�1ðtan j=coskÞ� �� d� 90o

Vertical 2mg sin s
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
ð1� cos2j sin2 kÞ

q
tan�1ðtan j=coskÞ� �� d

Horizontal
2mg sin s sin k

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
ð1� cos2j sin2 kÞ

q
tan�1ðtan j=coskÞ� �� d� 90o
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due to concentration on agent swarms (Yu and Li, 2015). In this
article, we present a new stochastic technique based on the Social
Spider Optimization (SSO) algorithm that will attempt to eliminate
this weakness.

The SSO is a bio-inspired metaheuristic that imitates the mutual
behaviors of social spiders (Cuevas et al., 2018). Unlike other
heuristic algorithms where optimization follows swarms of one
agent type in a search domain, the SSO concurrently exploits the
operational behavior of both female and male spiders (the agents)
in a search space. Because the algorithm favors uniquely classified
qualities over swarm traits, the collective behavioral outcomes of
this individualized characterization are thus healthy reductions
in crucial particle concentration problems, which are typical in
most metaheuristic approaches (Sun et al., 2019). While reports
from the application of this method with other problems (Fathy
et al., 2020; Sahlol et al., 2019; Ben et al., 2022c) are encouraging,
at the time of preparing the initial draft of this article, no applica-
tion of SSO in dyke inversion has been reported in literature. This
itself, is a novelty of the study.
Fig. 1. A dipping dyke model.
2. Methodology

2.1. Forward modeling of a 2-D dipping dyke

Assuming a Cartesian coordinate system with the abscissa rep-
resenting the sampling profile and the ordinate representing DD’s
strike at burial depth z; the magnetic anomay (MA) of a DD struc-
ture at any point yi on the sampling profile is expressed as (1) (Ben
et al., 2022a).

F yi;K;h; z;að Þ ¼ K sina tan�1 yi þ h
z

� �
� tan�1 yi � h

z

� �� ��

� cosa
2

ln
ðyi þ hÞ2 þ z2

ðyi � hÞ2 þ z2

 !#
ði ¼ 1;2; � � � ;NÞ ð1Þ

where a is the index angle, h - the half-width, z is the depth, while K
represents amplitude of the anomalous structure. Table 1a. pro-
vides the coefficient of amplitude and angles of index for total, hor-
izontal, and vertical fields, where k is the azimuth of the profile due
the magnetic north and j is the geomagnetic inclination (Fig. 1), m is
the susceptibility contrast and d is the dipping angle.

The process around deciphering the set of parameters describ-
ing subsurface structure from the geomagnetic datasets is straight-
forward. An initial model originally constructed with knowledge
from historical geologic information is progressively improved
through series of optimization processes based on the cost function
(2) until a fitted version estimating data synonymous or that, near-
synonymous with the observed data is obtained

objectivefunction ¼
Pn

i¼1 FðyÞmi � FðyÞei
� �2

n
ð2Þ

where FðyÞei is the MA estimated the proposed technique and FðyÞmi
is the measured data. n is the data size.
2

2.2. Social spider optimization

The algorithm imitates the social spiders’ cooperative attri-
butes, where the female and male spiders cooperate as search
agents in a communal web where the spiders move at random
and across the search space, with each spider being promoted as
a potential solution (). The method was built in seven phases as fol-
lows, using their behavioral pattern to solve the magnetic inver-
sion problem:

Stage 1: The female and male population vectors of spiders
(representing magnetic models or search agents) were first initi-
ated at random in the search space. The female Nf and male Mf

population were generated using (3) and (4) (Yu and Li, 2015);

Nf ¼ ½0:90� randðÞ � 0:250�:S ð3Þ

Nm ¼ S � Nf ð4Þ
where, rand() is randomly generated number between 0 and 1.

Stage 2: In this step, all the spiders were given a weight, G. In S,
each spider’s quality was rated using weight. Gi was determined
from (5) as

Gi ¼ Zðsi � SwÞ
Sb � Sw

ð5Þ

where, Z represents a fitness value calculated for each spider using
the objective function while Sb and Sw respectively correspond to
the best and worst individuals in the search space.

Stage 3: Next, the agent’s movement process (VB) was simu-
lated. This stage was numerically implemented using (6);

VBi;j ¼ Zj � expð�X2
i;jÞ ð6Þ

where, Xi,j is the distance (Euclidian) between spider j and spider i.
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Stage 4: After establishing their movement, the position of the
agents were initialized in the search space. Consistent with our
DD problem, the position vectors were constructed as 4-D vectors
representing the to-be-optimized parameters (K, h, a, and z). Each
parameter value was generated within the space-dependent lower,
LBj and upper, UBj bounds (7) and (8) (Fathy et al., 2020)

f oi;j ¼ Blow
j þ randðÞ: UBj � LBj

� �
i ¼ 1;2; � � � ;Nf ; j ¼ 1;2;3;4 ð7Þ

mo
k;j ¼ Blow

j þ randðÞ: UBj � LBj
� �

k ¼ 1;2;3 � � � ;Nm; j ¼ 1;2;3; ð8Þ
Stage 5: Based on the spider gender, the population’s coopera-

tive behavior was carried out amongst individual spiders for each
iteration session.

That of the female spiders was done using (9) (Husodo et al.,
2020; Ben et al., 2021b).

f i
kþ1ð Þ ¼

f i
kð Þ þ a:VBi;c : sc � f i

kð Þ

 �

þ b:VBi;b: sb � f i
kð Þ


 �
þ d: randðÞ � 1

2

� �
< V

f i
kð Þ þ a:VBi;c : sc � f i

kð Þ

 �

þ b:VBi;b: sb � f i
kð Þ


 �
þ d: randðÞ � 1

2

� � � V

8><
>:

ð9Þ
Fig. 2. Flow chart of the S
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where sc and sb are the two spiders that are closest to the ith spider
and the best spider within the population, respectively, and a,b,d,
and d and are random values between 0 and 1, k is the maximum
iteration number, V is the probability factor.

The co-operative behavior of male spiders was defined using
(10).

mi
kþ1ð Þ ¼

mi
kð Þ þ a:VBi;f : sf �mi

kð Þ� �þ d: rand� 1
2

� �
ifWNfþi

> Wfþm

mi
kð Þ þ a:

PNm

h¼1
mh kð Þ:WNfþhPNm

h¼1
WNfþh

�mi kð Þ
 !

ifWNfþi
> Wfþm

8>><
>>:

ð10Þ

where, the closest female agent to the ith male spider is denoted by

Sf and
PNm

h¼1
mh kð Þ:WNfþhPNm

h¼1
WNfþh

 !
is a term that represents an average value

for the population’s male spiders.
Stage 6: In this stage, we carried out the selection of offspring

for the next generation. To facilitate this, mating between domi-
nant males and females was permitted within a specified radius
SO-adapted process.



Table 1b
Statistical outcome of parameter tuning studies.

V RMS (nT)

minimum mean sd

0.4 1.51053 1.61293 0.90047
0.5 0.32654 0.52996 0.20163
0.6 0.20062 0.33642 0.12805
0.7 0.07143 0.07254 3.39915 � 10-7

0.8 0.11624 0.16081 1.72423 � 10-2

0.9 0.33762 0.50018 0.22656

Table 1c
Search bounds and results for theoretical example (Noiseless model).

Parameters Space bounds Actual (Control) Estimated

K (nT) [0, 500] 60.00 60.027
a (o) [-90, 90] 55.00 54.983
h (m) [0, 50] 15.00 14.996
z (m) [0, 50] 12.00 12.101
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(R) computed using (11) (Klein et al., 2016). The fitness values of
the dominant spiders’ progeny were assessed and contrasted with
those of their parents. The child spiders were adopted and their
parents were replaced if they spiders produced higher-quality
results than their parents. This was done iteratively.

R ¼
P4

j¼1ðUBj � LBjÞ
8

ð11Þ

The quality of the findings acquired in that specific step was
assessed at the conclusion of respective iterations by computing
the mismatch between the measured and estimated data using
the RMS error (2). Once a suitable RMS was arrived at, the four
physical parameters (K, h, a, and z) were returned.

Fig. 2 is a summarized flowchart highlighting the stages imple-
mented for the SSO procedure.

2.3. Algorithm design/complexity

The program employed for the SSO process was designed in
PYTHON3 installed on a simple Windows 10 desktop running with
a Core i5 processor. For complexity, the program’s duration varied
based on the complexity of the structure modeled. Howbeit in all
cases, the optimization process rounded up in less than 20 s.

2.4. Uncertainty analysis

Uncertainty assessment analyses have come to be recognized as
critical in inversion investigations (Connolly and Khan, 2016). This
is because of the non-linearity, non-uniqueness, and ill-posedness
of geophysical inverse problems (Ben et al., 2021c). For this study,
uncertainty was appraised using the Metropolis-Hasting (MH)
sampling approach.

Based on a previous distribution, MH offers many model sug-
gestions. By resolving the forward issue and computing the misfit
in the data, it is possible to determine the probability of any sug-
gested model. The updated model is acceptable if the probability
increases. Furthermore, the suggested model may still be adopted
even if the probability declines. However, the likelihood ratio
between the proposed and original models will decide the proba-
bility of this. By offering parameter confidence intervals, the tech-
nique, which is based on simulated annealing without cooling
schedule, enabled for the appraisal of uncertainty (Ben et al.,
2021c). In this study, 500 iterations were allowed for the MH
algorithm.

2.5. Parameter tuning studies

The convergence point of the algorithm during inversion is
greatly influenced by control parameters in nature-inspired global
Fig. 3a. Design synthetic dyke anomaly.
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optimization algorithms. The effectiveness of every algorithm
depends on these parameters (Granat, 2003). However, the prob-
lem under consideration significantly determines their choice
(Ekinci et al., 2020). To identify the appropriate control parameters
for the method, model parameters tuning was conducted before
inversion.

For the tuning procedure, an MA dataset was synthetically con-
structed using (1) with K = 60 nT. Further, h = 15 m, z = 12 m,
a = 55�, with a profile length of 300 m (Fig. 3a). For the experiment,
broad search spaces (Table 1b.) were adopted for the model param-
eters. Finding the ideal values for the spider population (S) and the
probability factor (V) in the search space was the primary objective
of the parameter tuning analysis. Thirty independent runs consist-
ing of 500 iterations were allowed for the optimization process.
The value for S was obtained by multiplying the number of
unknown parameters (4) by the number of independent runs
(30)(Turgut, 2021). The MA problem was then statistically ana-
lyzed using the SD, mean, and minimum of RMS values obtained.
After 30 runs, the results obtained by utilizing various V are shown
in Table 1c. From the table, statistical results suggest that using 0.7
as the probability factor (boldface) for the magnetic data will
ensure stability and efficiency of the optimization procedure. This
was thus adopted the optimization problem. Another observation
is the significant error gap between the value for V that provided
the best results and the one that generated the poorest outcomes.
This massive disparity could undoubtedly cause a substantial effect
on the solution’s accuracy with regards to optimal resolution of
parameters. This highlights the necessity of the tuning process in
optimization procedures.
3. Theoretical examples

To validate the performance of the suggested methodology, the
algorithmwas exposed to several preliminary controlled tests with
clean and noisy synthetic anomaly data.
3.1. Noise-free anomaly

The SSO algorithm was applied for the modeling of noiseless
theoretical anomalies for a dyke-like structure constructed with
model parameters shown in Table 1c. The MA was designed using
(1).



Fig. 3b. Actual and predicted anomaly parameters for synthetic dipping dyke
model (Noiseless).

Fig. 4a. Convergence plots: Upper panel - Change in the model parameters vs iteration; L
(b) Noisy example.
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For the process and for each run, a maximum of five hundred
iterations was allowed (Figs. 3b-4b). The corresponding model
parameters obtained at the end of the process were respectively
are shown in Table 1c.

Comparing these estimations with the actual parameters used
in designing the model, it is evident that the new method’s estima-
tion abilities are considerably excellent. Further, the MH technique
was applied for the assessment of uncertainty in these parameters
obtained. Our answers fall within adequate confidence intervals,
according to a careful inspection of the histogram that was con-
structed after the MH uncertainty procedure (Section 2.7, Fig. 4b).
3.2. Noisy anomaly

Clean synthetic data was corrupted with 5, 10, and 20 % random
noise to replicate real field conditions. The random numbers uti-
ower panel - Change in the model parameters vs iteration (a) Noiseless example, and



Fig. 4b. Uncertainty histogram reconstructed using MH algorithm (Noiseless anomaly).

Table 2a
Description of corruption added in case of the noisy model.

Percentage of Noise injected (%)

5 ± 1.50
10 ± 2.50
20 ± 4.50
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lized in noise were naturally distributed and zero-mean (as with all
Gaussian distributions). Table 2a displays the standard deviation
(SD) of the noise content that was artificially introduced. These dif-
ferent levels of noise were included in order to test the effective-
ness of SSO in less-than-ideal conditions, such as when there is
noise from the host materials or nearby geologic intercalations.
The random noise was created automatically using the MATH
library. The percentage of corruption was computed using (12).

Noise percentage ¼ kmgn �mgik
kmgnk

ð12Þ

where mgi and mgn are the noiseless and noisy anomalies,
respectively.

The SSO-based methodology was used once more to estimate
the model parameters and the model ranges employed with the
noiseless example were readopted. After each repetition, the con-
vergence and misfit were examined.

The SSO algorithm-estimated model parameters and their
actual values were found to be remarkably consistent (Table 2b.,
Table 2b
Space bounds and estimated parameters (Noisy synthetic model).

Model parameter Noise percentage and observed results

5 % 10 % 20 %

K (nT) 61.835 64.476 65.548
a (o) 57.653 56.873 56.001
h (m) 14.781 14.279 13.145
z (m) 12.532 13.031 11.783
RMS (nT) 1.38 2.42 4.89

6

Figs. 5a-c). Another notable observation is that the K parameter
(coefficient of amplitude) appeared to be more sensitive to increas-
ing noise than other parameters. This sensitivity (attributed to the
multiplication factor role taken by k in (1)), which is likely to affect
interpretation when dealing with very complicated dyke systems,
may be readily addressed by reducing the range of the space-
bound. Also demonstrated by the results is that noise causes a
slight increase in the after-convergence misfit and RMS error.
However, the overall inversion process is unaffected by this since
parameter results continue to be appealing even at a noise level
of 20 % (Table 2b). Furthermore, the RMS obtained (Figs. 5b-d)
was found to be well-matched to the standard deviation of the cor-
ruptions (Table 2a). Uncertainty histograms were constructed
based on sampling done by MH and over model parameters for
scenarios of the executed noisy models (Fig. 5d)(For the sake of
brevity and paper space, only plots for 10 % noise are shown).
The histograms reveal that the SSO sampling process is quite effec-
Fig. 5a. Actual and predicted anomaly parameters for synthetic dipping dyke model
(5% noise).
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tive, as the actual parameter values estimated by the algorithm all
fell within high probability regions. These show the SSO technique
as being intrinsically stable and as admirably performing even -
when dealing with noisy datasets.
Fig. 5b. Actual and predicted anomaly parameters for synthetic dipping dyke
model (10% noise).

Fig. 5c. Actual and predicted anomaly parameters for synthetic dipping dyke model
(20% noise).

Fig. 5d. Uncertainty histogram reconstruc
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4. Field examples

Two field examples taken from different mining regions in Tur-
key and Asia were used to experimentally assess the SSO method.
Then, the parameters describing the physical properties of the sub-
surface magnetic anomalies were examined, and the findings from
earlier studies reported in literature were contrasted with those
obtained using the experimented method.

4.1. The magnetite iron deposit, China

In the early 1960 s, an aeromagnetic study in the Chinese pro-
vince of Gansu, identified an alluvial covered area afterwards des-
ignated M163. This deposit has been developed further over the
years and regarded as metasomatic contact of iron deposits
(Zhang et al., 2019). Following a rigorous magnetic investigations,
the anomaly was sectioned into 11 distinct and smaller individual-
ized anomalies (Scott, 2006). The M163-1 MA was investigated in
this investigation. A 200-m long MA profile (MN) spanning the
M163-1 area was collected from a magnetic intensity contour
map at 2-m intervals for this purpose (Fig. 6).

As the DD was suspected as a two-dimensional structure based
on a priori geologic information, Estimation of its distinctive
parameters based on this knowledge. However, before beginning
the iteration process, the UB and LB were set based on Table 2c.
The algorithm was executed using 30 individuals with 500 itera-
tions allowed. The model parameters obtained after algorithm exe-
cution are displayed in Table 2c. The discernable similarity
between the estimated and observed anomalies is revealing
(Fig. 7a).

Table 3a compares model parameters produced by earlier
researchers using various methods to those obtained by the SSO
algorithm in this work. Petrophysical records (Guo et al., 1998)
report the thickness of the alluvial overburden to be between 20
and 25 m. Using PSO, Essa and El-Hussein (2017) calculated that
the DD, which he reported as being buried at z of 22.55 from the
surface and inclined at 57.99�, is buried at a depth of 22.55 m. In
contrast, Ben et al. (2021a) used MRFO to calculate the anomaly’s
h to be 20.10 m and a as 60.98�. It can be observed that our results
are very consistent with those from these reports.
ted using MH algorithm (10% noise).



Fig. 7a. Observed and estimated magnetic anomaly (Magnetite ore deposit, China).

Fig. 7b. Observed and estimated magnetic anomaly (Bayburt-Sarıhan dyke).

Fig. 6. Section of total magnetic contour map of Gansu province showing the M163-1 mining area.
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Table 3a
Comparative analysis of estimated model parameter (Gansu anomaly).

Model
parameters

Gay
(1963)

Essa & El Hussein
(2017)

Ben et al.
(2021)

Present
study

K (nT) – 8116.91 5636.60 5755.024
a (o) – 57.99 60.98 62.155
h (m) 9.00 9.17 9.05 8.677
z (m) 22.25 22.24 20.10 23.141

Table 2c
Inversion results (Gansu anomaly).

Model parameters Space bound Results RMS error

K (nT) [0, 20000] 5755.024 4.158 (nT)
a (o) [-90, 90] 62.155
h (m) [0, 50] 8.677
z (m) [0, 50] 23.141
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4.2. The Bayburt-Sarıhan dyke

In this example, we employed the SSO for the interpretation of a
shallow dyke in the Bayburt-Sarıhan skarn zone of Northeastern
Turkey. The Bayburt-Sarıhan skarn zone is an extensive geologic
zone dominated by granodiorite, limestone, volcanic sediments
and tuffs. To the southwest of a skarn zone – and sandwiched
between the limestone and the granodiorite unit, an intrusion
mainly composed of magnetite was reported (Kaftan, 2017). We
would be analyzing this intrusion.

Fig. 7b shows a profile extract of a vertical component MA map
constructed for the region (Keskin et al., 1989) showing a 1200 m
profile taken over the region. The profile was sampled at an inter-
val of 200 m. Due to the paucity of geologic information for this
structure, the bounds were kept open-ended; however, a bisection
algorithm was inserted into the SSO structure to prevent indis-
criminate movement of the agents. The results – after convergence,
are shown in Table 3b and Fig. 7b. The RMS of 3.452nT was
adjudged as impressive.

Aydın and Gelis�li (1996) performed some anisotropic magnetic
investigations in the region and showed the structure as an east-
ward DD with a slope of about 110�, depth of 100 m, and a half-
width of 75 m. Dondurur and Pamukcu (2003) employed the
Table 3b
Inversion results (Bayburt-Sarıhan anomaly).

Model parameters Results RMS error

K (nT) 0.012 3.452 (nT)
a (o) 38.085
h (m) 102.864
z (m) 107.229

Table 3c
Comparative analysis of estimated model parameter (Bayburt-Sarıhan anomaly).

Model parameters Gay (1963) Essa & El Hussein (2017) Present study

K (nT) – – 0.012
a (o) 110 111 38.085
h (m) 75 76 102.864
z (m) 100 97 107.229
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damped least-squares inversion method on the same anomaly.
They reported the depth to the dyke as 97 m, the inclination as
111�, h as 76 m, and z as 97 m. It can be discerned from these
results, that the SSO produces estimations similar to those
obtained by earlier workers (Table 3c).
5. Discussion

A newmethod based on the SSO algorithmwas designed for the
magnetic inversion of DD models and subjected to a series of tests
to gauge its adaptability and suitability. The new tool was tested
with data synthetically generated from an already established for-
ward model and examples extracted from real mining fields. The
cases allowed evaluation of the new method’s viability, strengths,
and reputability.

In terms of performance, the convergence signatures (Fig. 4a)
for all the cases indicate that the SSO possess strong and extensive
search abilities. As can be observed, the agents (parameter vectors)
are not caved up in the search space. This is not unrelated to the
design structure (Section 2). Popular metaheuristics such as PSO,
GA, and SA employ individuals with the same properties and per-
forming nearly the same behaviors. In these cases, algorithms
squander the opportunity to add new and selective operators
resulting from considering individuals with different characteris-
tics. As the algorithm advances, such characteristics cause the
whole population to cluster around the best particle or to diverge
indiscriminately, resulting in traditional concerns such as
exploration–exploitation imbalance and premature convergence.
The SSO, on the other hand, models each individual based on gen-
der. In this case, the entire population is divided into several
search-agent groups, and specialized operators are applied to each
one selectively and explicitly. With this framework, extensive
exploitation is achieved (16) in such a way that efficient explo-
ration is still maintained (15) – tackling the aforementioned popu-
lar problems at a go.

More also, Fig. 3b reveals the fast convergence rate of the new
method. In most cases, the algorithm converges in less than 150
iterations; and under 200 iterations for all cases. This speed nota-
bly, does not affect the quality of the result in any way as the RMS
were consistently impressive even for noisy anomalies and field
examples.

The algorithm was tested for sensitivity and stability by cor-
rupting the synthetic data with random noise (Section 3.2). As
expected, the results of the noisy data were found to be marginally
worse than those of the noise-free counterpart. Nonetheless, as
illustrated in Fig. 5c, the inversion procedure remained undis-
turbed, producing reliable parameters up to the highest level of
noise tested (20 %). As a result, it may be inferred that the new
technique is intrinsically adept when dealing with noisy data.

We further tested the new technique with real field data taken
from Chinese and Turkish mining fields. As is generally known, it is
not always assured that a novel algorithm’s virtuosic performance
with numerically generated data (which is normally constructed
under ideal conditions) would always replicate with real-world
data (subjected to heterogeneous factors). Besides confirming the
algorithm’s capabilities, the outputs of inversion of these anoma-
lies were also similar to those acquired previously using alterna-
tive methods and petrophysical investigation.

The previously developed Monte-Carlo approach was used to
check for ambiguity in each of the estimations (Section 2.6). A clo-
ser examination of the frequency distribution plots obtained after
MH sampling reveals that the histograms show very reasonable
ranges of solutions for K, h, d, and a. This implies that the estima-
tions for these parameters are within the range of their actual
values.
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It must be added that in four of the synthetic examples and the
Gansu anomaly example, we restricted the search space using his-
torical information. However, one of the objectives of this study
was to limit or if possible, eradicate such dependencies. So, for
the Bayburt-Sarıhan dyke case, the bounds were left open and
the performance of the algorithm assessed. From the results, it
could be observed that the algorithm still performed excellently
even when LB and UB were not explicitly defined presenting a
method that can be employed where reconnaissance information
is scarce or unavailable.

These features unanimously imply the new methodology is a
robust tool, stable and efficient for deciphering the physical char-
acteristics of deep and shallow-seated dykes from magnetic data.
6. Conclusion

Metaheuristic-based techniques have been found to be more
effective than their numerical counterparts in exploring/exploiting
potential solution-leading positions. Nonetheless, despite
significant-resolution advancements, several strategies employing
metaheuristic procedures are still plagued by problems such as
premature convergence, local optima, and so on. These discrepan-
cies have necessitated a quest for better-performing inversion
methods. The SSO algorithm’s capability and effectiveness in mod-
eling the physical parameters describing magnetic anomalies from
DDs were examined in this study. In contrast to previously studied
heuristic algorithms in which a general population concentrating
around a single particle vector (best particle) is used to modify
individual positions, the SSO algorithm models each individual
based on their gender. Unlike other metaheuristics, SSO models
individuals based on gender encouraging the de-individualization
of best-positioned agents and allowing for the introduction of com-
putational procedures to mitigate major problems disturbing tra-
ditional techniques. The experiments on both synthetic and real-
world anomalies with varying levels of corruption were quite suc-
cessful. To measure success, model stability was evaluated, and
general performance was assessed.

The SSO technique demonstrated both better convergence and
solution correctness. These characteristics point to a competitive
processing tool, one that could easily outperform present algo-
rithms. It must be added that while the decoupling of search agents
based on gender allowed for more extensive exploration and
improved quality resolution, it is observed that this is at the
expense of speed. This is but a limitation of the algorithm which
(as a recommendation) could be improved through modifications
and hybridization.

We also recommend investigation of SSO with structures with
higher complexities, such as self-potential and gravity data. The
metaheuristic technique can also be restructured for three-
dimensional geophysical problems.
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